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Course Description:

English 10-12 is designed to build students’ skills in components of the language arts curriculum.  Learning activities strengthen the ability to communicate effectively both in writing and verbally.  Students will read, analyze, and deconstruct fiction and non-fiction texts.  Particular focus will be applied to growth in vocabulary and writing skills.
Yearly Objectives:

Students will understand that...
· readers use strategies to construct meaning through reflection and examination of language structure and context clues.

· good writers use a repertoire of strategies that enables them to vary form and style in order to write for different purposes, audiences, and contexts.

· good writers follow a prescribed process to develop and refine their ideas.

· listening skills are critical for learning and communicating.

· written communication and mechanics promote fluency of communication.

Students will know...
· strategies for reading and examining a variety of different kinds of texts.
· different types of writing and how to construct appropriate text for each.

· communication skills including listening and speaking.

· the conventions of language.
Students will be able to...
· “read widely and deeply from among a broad range of high quality, increasingly challenging literary and informational texts”.
· “perform a variety of writing tasks, ranging from business letters to stories, reports, and essays”.

· “acquire, evaluate, and present increasingly-complex information, ideas, and evidence through listening and speaking”.

· “gain control over many conventions of standard English grammar, usage, and mechanics as well as learn other ways to use language to convey meaning effectively”.

Quarterly Overview

1st  Quarter 

Whole-class novel unit:  Night
Short story and poetry theme unit
Continuous practice with vocabulary and writing
2nd  Quarter 

Whole class novel-The Kite Runner 
Expository/Persuasive Writing Unit
Continuous practice with vocabulary and writing
3rd  Quarter 

Research reading and writing unit
Novel Unit: Literature circles
Continuous practice with vocabulary and writing
4th  Quarter 

Short story and poetry theme unit

Reading a play unit

Continuous practice with vocabulary and writing
Materials
Students are expected to bring required materials to class every day.  Paper and a writing utensil are required every class period.  On Fridays, students will have silent reading time and should bring a book to read.  It is encouraged for students to bring electronic devices (computers, iPads, tablets) to class for use on class work.  
This class will use a textbook which is currently being ordered by the school.  Novels and other readings will be provided by the school in either paper or electronic format.
Major Projects

Students will be constructing reading-based projects and writing assignments on a regular basis.  Unit plans will outline the projects coming up in each unit.
MS/HS Grading Criteria:
Students will be assessed in a variety of ways by the teacher. Grades will have the following value when determining a student’s final average:

· Projects and Tests 35%
· Quizzes/Vocabulary Quizes 15%
· HW/Daily Assignments 40%

· Class Participation 10%
Late Work
Late work will be accepted up to five days after the assignment is due, with 10 points being deducted for each day it is late. Late work will NOT be accepted past five days of the due date. 
Grading Scales: 

	Numeric Average
	Letter Grade
	

	97-100
	A+
	

	93-96
	A
	

	90-92
	A-
	

	87-89
	B+
	

	83-86
	B
	

	80-82
	B-
	

	77-79
	C+
	

	73-76
	C
	

	70-72
	C-
	

	67-69
	D+
	

	63-66
	D
	

	60-62
	D-
	

	under 60
	F
	


Progress Reports & Report Cards:

Report cards are issued at the end of each quarter.  Students will also receive progress reports at the mid-point of each term.
Required Attendance:

Students are expected to attend class on time and be prepared to fully participate in all classroom activities. 










